CHAPTER XVI.
THE ALMORAVIDES AND THEIR CONQUEST.

To complete the story of the Cid, it has been neces-
sary to anticipate the great changes produced by the
disunion of the Moors and the increased strength of
the Castilian kingdom, under Alfonso VI.

He was an able man, not very scrupulous, who kept
his brother Garcia in prison till his death, and neglected
no chance of extending his frontiers. He kept the
peace with the Moors as long as his friend Al Maimoun
lived ; but when that emir died, he allied himself with
Mahommed Aben Abed of Seville against his son, and
besieged Toledo in 1074.

After holding out with true peninsular constancy,
the city surrendered, on condition that such Moslems
as left it should carry away their property, and those
who remained should freely exercise their religion and
retain all their mosques. Thus Alfonso, after three
hundred years, re-entered the capital of the Goths,
and obtained the city where the unhappy Rodrigo, last
of the Goths, had reigned.

He was the first Castilian king who had been
important enough to wed beyond the Pyrennees. His
wife was Constanza of Burgundy, granddaughter of